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The  true  basis  of  our  national  solid  waste  problem  is  that 
solid  wastes,  when  disposed  of  improperly,  pose  a  significant 
threat  to  environmental  quality.     Under  certain  conditions  vraste 
can  be  a  leading  polluter  of  ground  and  surface  water  supplies. 
Refuse  accumulations  provide  a  sanctuary  for  disease  vectors  and 
pathogenic  organisms.     Open  burning  dumps  contaminate  the  air  of 
our  cities  and  exist  as  a  significant  contributor  to  aesthetic 
blight.     The  following  bibliography  is  addressed  to  the  ecologi- 
cal ipplications  of  these  problems. 
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